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Tuesday, Half-past 9 o'clock, a. m. 
February 22d, 1848. 

The Senate 'vas call~d to order by the President. 
'l'he following Senators answered to their names : 
l\Iessr:>. Abbott, Bourland, Bra.shear, Bache, Burle1:1on, Clark, 

Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na
-varro, Parker, Perkins, Phillipi:!, \V allaoc, Williams, William· 
son and Wootten . 

.Quorum present. . 
'l'hc Journal of the preceding day \Vas read and adopted. 

A message was received from the House of Repre!:lentatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had passed 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
County Courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, &c. 

Also, that the Hou e had adopted a resolution of the Senate 
to employ some suitable person to take charge of the Capito~ 
furniture, &c., with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Cuny, the vote taken yesterday, upon joint 
resolution making an appropriation for the payment of the 
pro rata pay due E9 W. More, Post Captain, commanding late 
'£cx:as Navr,, URdet the provisions of an act of Congress of the 
Republic ot '£ex~ approved 5th February, 1844, was recon
sidered, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the joint resolution was taken 
tip and read, and passed by the following 

Y cas-1\foi;srs. Abbott, BGmland, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Williams, 
Williamson and W ootten-14. 

Nays-1\Iessri;. Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, G.rimes, McRae, 
Parker and Wallace-7. 

l\Ir. Perkins, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Billi, 
-reported the following bills correctly engrossed, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the names of the counties 
of Cameron, Star and Webb ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
Colorado Navigation Company. 
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Mr. Clark, chairman of the committee oe the Judiciary, made 
the following report. 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred "A bill to 
be entitled an act to authorize the issuance of land patents to 
assignees of executors, administrator~ and fguardiane," have 
considered the same, and propose as an amendment, that the 
word " sheriffs" be inserted in the caption, before the word "ex
ecutors." TheY. recommend the adoption of the amendment 
and herewith return the bill for the action of the Senate. ' 

Mr. Clark,chafrmanofthe committee on the Judiciary, also 
made the following report: 

The J udiciarycommittee, to whom was referred "a resolution 
requiring them to enquire into the propriety and t'xpediency 
of allowing persons holding legal certificates against the Gov
ernment, who, from error, mistake or otherwise, may have lo
cated the same, and report by bill or 1esolution," have had the 
said resolution under advisement, and direct me to report the 
accompaying bill for the consideration and action of the Sen
ate. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have 
located lands through mistake, to float their claims or certificates 
and re-locate the same elsewhere. 

Read first time. 

l\ir. Williams made the following report: 

The commhtee of Conference ,appointed on the part of the 
Senate and Howe of Representatives, to take under considera
tion "A bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons who have ·· 
received donation certificates under the provisions of an act 
granting land:i to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved 20th December, 1837, to alienate 
said certificates and the lanffii acquired under them," have con
ferred upon and considered the same, and agreed that the Sen
ate shall recede from its amendment, and let the bill pass as it 
came from the House of Represcn tatives, and instructed us to 
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report the result of our conference to the Senate and Honse of 
Representatives, respectively. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

WM. S. RAYNER, 
Chairman on the part of the House ofRepresentatiTes. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 
A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Galveston and 

Red River Railway Company. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for deductions from tb«.> 

salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, and Dis
trict Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the performance 
of certain duties assigned them by law. 

Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to require all Mayors and Re

corders of incorporated towns and citie~, to call a jury in the 
trial of causes, when the accused is subject under the law, to 
fine and imprisonment, or either. 

Read first time. 
Mr. Cuny offered the following resolution: 

11&solved, By the Senate, the other House concurring, that 
the two Houses of the Legislature meet in joint session in the 
Representative Hall, at 12 o'clock, M., on inst., to elect 
District Attorneys for the several Judicial Districts." 

Mr. Williamson moved to fill the blank with Saturday "26th.'' 
Carried. 
The Resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
Mr. Burleson, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an 

act for the relief of James P. Wallace. 
Read first time. 
Mr. Burleson moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might 

be read second time. 
Lost. 
A bill to be enti tled an act to authorize Jacob F. 'Vinfree 

to adopt Zachary Taylor Long, as his lawful child. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of 

Walker county. 
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Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act appropriating certain fines a.nd 

forfei\ures. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to a.mend an act crooting the 

county of Polk, approved March 30th, 1840. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of Co

mal County. 
Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act better defining the southern boun

dary line ol Collin and Denton counties, and Northern bounda
ry line of Dallas and Henderson counties. 

Read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas J. SteJl. 
Read first time. 
Joint Re:;olution to validate the election of l\fayor and Al

dermen for the city of New Braunfels. 
Read first time. 
:Mr. Phi:lips, Chairman of the committee on Education, 

made the following report: 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate the Berkley Academy, have 
had the subject under consideration, and ask leave to return 
the bill with amendments, which have been proposed by th;e 
President and Trustees of said company, and with these amend
ments, recommend the passage of the bill. 

Amcdments--In caption, stdke out "Berkley," and insert 
"Montgomery," 

In sec. 1.1 6th line, strike out "Berkley," and insert "Mont
gomery." 

Io sec. 2nd., 7th line, strike out "Berkley" and insert "Mont
gomery." 

A bill to be entitled an net to amend an act entitled an "act 
for the relief of master builders and mechanics of Texas," ap
proved J a.nuary 23d, 1830. 

Read first time. 
A hill to be entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the 

public debt of Texas, together with the report of the commit
tee on Finance, thereon; was read, and 

24 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next. 

Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitu
tjon of the State of Texas, together with the following report 
of the committee on the Judiciary thereon, was read. 

Hon. JORN A. GREER, 

President of the Senate : 

Committee Room, 
February 8th, 1848. 

The Judiciary committee have had under consideration "a 
Joint Resolution proposing so to altar the Constitution, as to 
throw the election of such officers as are now appointed by 
the Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate, or elect
ed by joint vote of both Houses of the Legislature, to the peo
ple;" and have instructed me to report as follows: 

1st. The committee cannot agree as to the Judges of the 
~upreme Court-part wishing to except them out of the pro
posed amendment; and a pa.rt thinking that they should be in
cluded. 

2d. A majority of the committee propo8e that the Secreta
ry of State be stricken out of said resolution, and that no alter
ation be made in the manner of supplying said office. A ma
jority advise, also, that the proposition to include Notaries 
Public, be rejected. 

3d. It is the opinion of a majority of the committee, that 
the election for District Judges should be confined to the res
pecti ve districts, and they propose that amendment to the res
olution. 

Amended as proposed, the majority of the committee ap
prove the resolution and recommend its passage. 

EDWARD CLARK, Chairman. 

Mr. Perkins moved to lay the report upon the table. 
Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, the report was adopted. and 
On motion of Mr. Clark,tthe Joint Resolution was laid upon 

the table until to-morrow. 
A hill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of La Vaca. 

together with the report of the committee on the Judiciary 



371 

thereon, proposing amendments; was read; ttport adopted, and 
bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating attachments, together 
with the report of tha committee on the Judiciary tlaereon, wat. 
read.and 

On motion of l\Ir. 'Vallace, made the special order of the 
day for Friday next. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution: 

"lluolued, That the committ~c<>n contingent expenses be in
structed to contract for the printing of copies of the captionri 
<>f all of the laws, which have or may be passed at the presenc 
ses..;ion of the Legislature, for th<> US<' of the Senate, to be ready 
for delivery immediately on the final adjournment of the pres
ent Legislature.' ' 

Mr. Gage moved t-0 fill the blank with 1100. 
Carried, and 
Resolution as amended, adopted. 
A bill to be entitled an a.ct providing for the sale of the 

property belonging to thr State of Texas. formerly used by the 
lat<' Government for Custom purpose:i, together with the report 
of the Committee on the Judicinry thereon, offering amend
m<'nts, was read; report adopted, and bill passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, n bill to be entitled an act to 
create the county of CaldwcJI, was taken up, and read third 
time, and passed by the following vote. 

Y £As-Messrs. Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Burleson, Clark, 
Cuny, Dancy, Gage, Jewett, Fitzgerald, Navarro, Parker, Per
kins, Phillips, Wallace, Williams, Williamson and Wootten-
18. 

NAY&-None. 
On motion oi Mr. Bourland, the Resolution of the House, 

relative to going into the eJection of a Commiuioner of the 
General Land Office, was ta.ken up. 

~Ir. Jewett moved to amend the resolution by striking out 
"Saturday 28,'' and inserting "l\fonday 28." 

Canied, and 
Resolution as amended, adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill to be entitled a.n act to 
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allow set offYs in certain cases. wa.s taken op,. and read third" 
time. 

Mr. Brashear moved t<> adjourn until 9 o'cl()ek to-morrow 
morning. 

Lost. 
Mr. Brashear moved a call of tile Senate, 3n'fl the Sergeant 

nt Arms was dispatched 3fter absent Senators. 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, the call was dispensed with. 
On motioo ef Mr. Brashear the call of the Senate was re-

newed. . 
On motion of Mr. Clar~, the caJJ was dispensed with. 
Mr. Brashein moved to Jay the bill upon the· table for one 

1lay. 
Lost. 
Several amendments being proposed to the hill, Mr. 'Vil

liamson called fOt" the pre-vious question, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called, and stood thus: 

YEAs-1\fessrs. Abbott, Bache, Burleson, Clark, Gage. Jp.w
ett, Fitzgerald, N 1warro, Perkins, Willio.mson aml Wootten-
11. . 

NAYs-1\Iessrs. Boitrland, Brashear, Cuny,..Dancy, Grimes, 
:McUa.e, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and Williams-IO. 

The yeas and nays were then eaHcd oo the final possage of 
the bill, and stood as follows: · 

Y EAs--1\fessrs. Abbott, Bourhrn<l, Bach~, Burleson, Gage~ 
Jewett, Fitzgerald, 'Nava.rro, P~rkins, Phillips, Williams, Wil
liamson and Wootten-I~. 

N.,,.vs-Messrs . .Brlli5btu.r, Cla:rk, Cuny,. Dancy, Crimes, Mc
Rae, :Parker and Wn.lJ.acc-8. 

So the bill pa.ssed. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of those persons 

having promissory notes of -the Government, that have been 
cancelled by A. A. M. Jacks©u, as agent, &c., which said pro
missory notes have not been f 110ded nor redeemed, together 
with the report of the committee on Finance thereon, was read, 
and 

On motion of Mr. Williamsonr laid upon the table untii 
Friday next. 

)Jr. Parker, chairman of the committee oo Claims and Ac
counts, made the following .report; 

The.committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was re-
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ferred a. bill for the relief of David F. "\Vcbb, have had the 
=-ame under considcration,:and o. majority of the committee han· 
im1trocted me to report. 'l'hat an ac•t \Vas passed by the Con
gress of of the Republic of Te~m.~, and approved 14th Ja1marj, 
18-10, for the relief of said Webb, and that he has not received 
the full benefit of ~aid act, and that there is yet due said \Vebb 
the amount of four hundred .dollars. 

Your committee l:lubmit fin the action of the Senate the fol
lowing amendments : 

.Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert th~ follow
ing; "That the Comptroller be, and he i:s hereby authorized 
and required to audit and allow David .F. Webb, thf' amount 
of four hundred dollars, as follows: osw hundred dollars clue 
10th March, 18-18, and one bundr-NI dollar$ annually thereafter, 
and that the Treasurer is hereby required to pay the same. 

Be it fruther enacted, That the sum of two hundred dollar."I 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated for the paymeut of the 
two first imstalmenL~ and that thi8 act take effoct from and after 
its passage. 

On motion of 1\lr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until ~) 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

--, 

Wednesday, 9 o'c·lock, a. m. 
February 23d, 18-18. 

The Senate was ~allcd to order by the President-the fol
lowing Senators answered to their names : 

l\lessrs. Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, 
Fitzgerald, McRae, Navnrro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wal
lace, WilUrumi, Williamson, and \.V ootten--qnorum present 

The Journal of the preceding day wa..ci rend and adopted. 
Mr. Burle!'On presented the memorial of Henry Austin, 

which was read, smd, 
On motion of .Mr. Burl<'son, referred to the committee on In

ternal Improvements. 
A me11i<age was received from Ilis Excellency the Governor, 

presenting a communication in writing, which was read. 


